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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 058199 

E.O. 11652: GDS 


TAGS: 


SUBJECT: SPARE PARTS FOR MACCHI AIRCRAFT 

REF: KINSHASA 2286 

1 . THERE IS SOME MISUNDERSTANDING IF ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
ASSUMES THAT USG WAS WAITING FOR PACKAGED SPARE MACCHI 
PARTS BEFORE FUNDING THEIR SHIPMENT TO KINSHASA (REFTEL). 
ITALIAN EMBASSY HERE MAY OF COURSE NOT HAVE PASSED ON OUR 
COMMENTS THAT WE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY FUNDING ITALIAN 
SPARE PARTS AND REQUEST THAT ON CONTINGENCY BASIS, 

ITALIANS EXAMINE HOW THEY MIGHT HELP. 

2. SINCE OUR FIRST APPROACH, WE HAVE RECEIVED MORE 
INFORMATION TENDING TO REMOVE OUR INITIAL SKEPTICISM 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 058199 

REGARDING RELEVANCE OF REQUEST FOR MACCH, SPARE PARTS 
TO EMERGENCY SITUATION. AMBASSADOR CUTLER HAS INFORMED 
US THAT PLANES COULD BE REPAIRED WITHIN ONE WEEK (INSTEAD 
OF MONTH) OF ARRIVAL OF SPARE PARTS AND ITALIAN TECHNICAL 
TEAM; ONE OPERATIVE MACCHI IS ALSO BEING USED FOR VITAL 
RECONNAISSANCE PURPOSES. ACCORDING TO OUR EMBASSY 
"EFFECTIVE CLOSE SUPPORT MISSIONS FLOWN BY THESE AIRCRAFT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WILL BE A DECIDING FACTOR IN STOPPING ENEMY ADVANCE 
AND PROVIDING PSYCHOLOGICAL/MORALE SUPPORT TO FRIENDLY 
FAZ GROUND FORCES". 

3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED IN ITS APPROACH TO ITALIANS TO 
INQUIRE WHETHER : A) SPARE PARTS ARE INDEED PACKAGED 
AND READY TO GO; B) ITALY IS PREPARED TO FUND TECHNICAL 
TEAM; C) ITALY COULD FUND ALL OR PART OF SPARE PARTS; 

OR D) ITALY COULD EXTEND LOAN FOR SPARE PARTS ON VERY 
CONCESSIONAL TERMS, NOTING ZAIRE S ALREADY HEAVY DEBT 
BURDEN. 

4. FYI: ON MATTER OF AIR TRANSPORT. WE UNDERSTAND ZAIRE 
MAY BE ABLE TO RELEASE C-130, IF ALITALIA CANNOT CARRY 
PARTS ON ITS REGULAR FLIGHTS TO KINSHASA. 

VANCE 
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REF: KINSHASA 2286 

1 . THERE IS SOME MISUNDERSTANDING IF ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
ASSUMES THAT USG WAS WAITING FOR PACKAGED SPARE MACCHI 
PARTS BEFORE FUNDING THEIR SHIPMENT TO KINSHASA (REFTEL). 
ITALIAN EMBASSY HERE MAY OF COURSE NOT HAVE PASSED ON OUR 
COMMENTS THAT WE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY FUNDING ITALIAN 
SPARE PARTS AND REQUEST THAT ON CONTINGENCY BASIS, 

ITALIANS EXAMINE HOW THEY MIGHT HELP. 

2. SINCE OUR FIRST APPROACH, WE HAVE RECEIVED MORE 
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INFORMATION TENDING TO REMOVE OUR INITIAL SKEPTICISM 
REGARDING RELEVANCE OF REQUEST FOR MACCH, SPARE PARTS 
TO EMERGENCY SITUATION. AMBASSADOR CUTLER HAS INFORMED 
US THAT PLANES COULD BE REPAIRED WITHIN ONE WEEK (INSTEAD 
OF MONTH) OF ARRIVAL OF SPARE PARTS AND ITALIAN TECHNICAL 
TEAM; ONE OPERATIVE MACCHI IS ALSO BEING USED FOR VITAL 
RECONNAISSANCE PURPOSES. ACCORDING TO OUR EMBASSY 
"EFFECTIVE CLOSE SUPPORT MISSIONS FLOWN BY THESE AIRCRAFT 
WILL BE A DECIDING FACTOR IN STOPPING ENEMY ADVANCE 
AND PROVIDING PSYCHOLOGICAL/MORALE SUPPORT TO FRIENDLY 
FAZ GROUND FORCES '. 

3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED IN ITS APPROACH TO ITALIANS TO 
INQUIRE WHETHER : A) SPARE PARTS ARE INDEED PACKAGED 
AND READY TO GO; B) ITALY IS PREPARED TO FUND TECHNICAL 
TEAM; C) ITALY COULD FUND ALL OR PART OF SPARE PARTS; 

OR D) ITALY COULD EXTEND LOAN FOR SPARE PARTS ON VERY 
CONCESSIONAL TERMS. NOTING ZAIRE S ALREADY HEAVY DEBT 
BURDEN. 

4. FYI: ON MATTER OF AIR TRANSPORT, WE UNDERSTAND ZAIRE 
MAY BE ABLE TO RELEASE C-130, IF ALITALIA CANNOT CARRY 

PARTS ON ITS REGULAR FLIGHTS TO KINSHASA. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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